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Definition of 
Family Engagement

The various ways that a child’s adult caretaker (biological 
parents, foster parents, siblings, grandparents, etc.), at 
home, school or in the community, effectively support 
children’s learning and healthy development.
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Family Involvement vs. Family Engagement

•The latin root of the word "involvement" is 
“involvere” which means to wrap around, cover or 
envelop; roll, cause to roll.

•The latin root of the word "engagement" is “engare” 
which means to make a formal agreement, to 
contract with; to pledge; an obligation to do 
something.
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GLOWS and GROWS

•What has been working?

- glows

•What has been the 
challenges?

- grows
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Advice – Dr. Karen Mapp

Dr. Karen Mapp Shares 
Advice for Educators on 
Family and Community 
Engagement Strategies

1. Examine Core beliefs

2. Positive 
Communication

3. Academic 
Communication
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6j-Hkl5vIS4


Does family engagement matter?

•Family Engagement: Jessica Solano

2018 New & Experienced Federal Program Directors  Meeting – FACE | 6

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1zILvq4YpyM


John Hopkins Evaluation 2015: Family Engagement Partnership in
Washington, DC

• Students whose families received a home visit, one of the core strategies 
in the FEP, had 24 percent fewer absences than similar students whose 
families did not receive a visit.

• These same students also were more likely to read at or above grade 
level compared to similar students who did not receive a home visit.
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PISA* Family Engagement Study (2010)

• Fifteen-year old students whose parents often read books with them 
during their first year of primary school show markedly higher PISA 
scores than students whose parents read infrequently with them or not 
at all (The average difference is 25 score points, which equates to over 
half a school year).

• The performance advantage among students whose parents read to 
them early in their school years is evident regardless of family’s 
socioeconomic status.

*Programme for International Student Assessment
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ESSA Requirements
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School-Parent Compact (Template)
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School-Parent Compact (Template – 2)
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School-Parent Compact (Example)
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School-Parent Compact ( Example – 2)
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Linked to Learning/Development Exercise
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• List at least five events/activities that you currently 
have for families (think across the entire school year)
•Circle all of the activities which fit the following 

criteria:
• Families leave knowing more about what their child 

should know or be able to do (the 
learning/developmental goals) at that grade/age level 
• They leave knowing how (through practice) to employ a 

new tool or activity at home to support those goals



ESSA Requirements (2)
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Family Engagement Plan
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Resources

2018 New & Experienced Federal Program Directors Meeting – FACE | 17



Free Online Course:
Introduction to Family Engagement

• Introduction to Family Engagement in Education Course Info
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https://www.edx.org/course/introduction-family-engagement-education-harvardx-gse4x


College Scorecard

•College Scorecard
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https://collegescorecard.ed.gov/


PURPOSITY
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•Purposity App

https://www.purposity.com/


Family Engagement Tool (FET)

• School Community 
Network
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http://www.schoolcommunitynetwork.org/RFS.aspx


FACE
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Questions?

Jill Mathews| Family & Community Engagement Coordinator/ Foster Care Liaison

Idaho State Department of Education

650 W State Street, Boise, ID 83702

208 332 6855

jmathews@sde.Idaho.gov

www.sde.Idaho.gov/federal-programs
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mailto:jmathews@sde.Idaho.gov
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/assessment
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